Sermon
His Eminence Gerhard Ludwig Cardinal Müller

December 30, 2025
St. Peter’s Basilica, Cathedra Altar

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Three years ago, on the feast of Saint Sylvester, the priest and bishop Joseph Ratzinger completed his earthly pilgrimage and preceded us into the heavenly homeland. After death, it is not only eternal rest and blessedness that await us. We shall come to know God, who has chosen us from all Eternity in His Son and predestined us to share in his triune love. We shall see God face to face, and we shall praise and love him in the communion of all his chosen saints. The knowledge of God is the ultimate goal of all human spiritual endeavor. For Jesus himself, the Word made flesh, says: “this is eternal life, that they should know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ” (John 17:3). This is the Son who reveals himself as the Way, the Truth, and the Life (cf. Jn 14:6). Therefore, we are all included in God’s universal plan of salvation, for he desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth (cf. 1 Tim 2:4).

Joseph Ratzinger always understood himself as a collaborator with truth. Both as a professor of theology and as a much-sought-after preacher, he consistently put himself in the service of the Word. As Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, he set standards of the highest diligence, intellectual precision, and incorruptibility for the Roman Magisterium. During his Pontificate, he was one of the greatest theologians on the Cathedra Petri. He has left us an immense theological legacy of exceptional quality and was rightly recognized as one of the great Catholic intellectuals of our time. Even Jürgen Habermas, the most prominent representative of the neo-Marxist Frankfurt School, who embodies the intellectual world of a modernity without God, sought dialogue with him, so that believers and non-believers alike might work together to save the modern world from the cold death of anti-humanism and transhumanism.

When I presented Pope Benedict with the first volume of his opera omnia, I informed him of the plan for sixteen volumes, estimated to comprise some 25,000 pages. Rather than expressing pride in such a monumental intellectual work, he said to me, “Gerhard, who is going to read all that?” Somewhat embarrassed, I replied, “Holy Father, I do not know, but I do know the person who wrote it all.” A complete edition of his theological works—distinct from his papal documents—is not intended to intimidate or discourage potential readers. His theology is a gift to the entire Church, including future generations. Each person remains free to draw from it according to his or her own spiritual, theological, philosophical, or cultural-theoretical interests, both old and new.

One person might focus on his sermons throughout the liturgical year. Another might turn to the volumes on the Second Vatican Council, of which he was an important advisor and later an authoritative interpreter. A third might study the volume on St. Augustine’s teaching on the Church as the people and the house of God. However, if a fellow Christian who is searching and troubled in faith were to ask me what he should read above all, I would recommend the three volumes on Jesus of Nazareth. The fact that he published this work under his personal name, in order to distinguish his theological from his papal authority, also expresses the deepest meaning of papal primacy. For every Pope, as the successor of Peter, must understand that a Pope’s most sacred task is uniting the entire Church—with all its bishops and faithful—in the confession of the Prince of the Apostles, who declared to Jesus: “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God!” (Mt 16:16).

This is also where the future of the world and the Church will be decided. Since the Enlightenment, a conflict has arisen between faith and reason. It has often seemed that the findings of historical-critical biblical research, philosophical epistemology, and even—particularly in questions concerning the origin of the universe and of life—belief in God the Creator and in Jesus Christ, the only Savior, were in contradiction. In reality, however, there is no contradiction with the revealed Truth about the world and humanity, even though faith does not need to be validated by the always fallible conclusions of empirical science. Faith rests on the Word of God, through whom all that exists has come into being. Because Jesus, true God and true man, is the truth itself in his Divine Person, our knowledge of God in the Holy Spirit is infallible and cannot be challenged by purely worldly knowledge.
Indeed, it is the task of theologians to demonstrate the deeper unity between revealed faith and the latest secular knowledge as expressed in theories. For we should always be ready to give a logical answer to anyone who asks us about the hope that is in us (cf. 1 Peter 3:15). The Son of God is the divine Logos, the Word of God, who never errs and never leads astray.  

Joseph Ratzinger has repeatedly reminded us that Christianity, with all its great cultural achievements in social teaching, music and art, literature and philosophy, is not a theory or a worldview, but an encounter with a person. Jesus is the Truth in his divine person, the light that enlightens every human being. Everyone who is of the truth hears his voice.


And what is the Church? It is not a man-made organization with a grand ethical and social program. The Church of Christ is the community of his disciples who say of themselves and profess before the world: “we saw his glory, the glory as of the Father's only Son, full of grace and truth” (Jn 1:14).

Joseph Ratzinger, the theologian, bishop, cardinal, and pope, is not far from us. For our earthly liturgy corresponds to the heavenly liturgy, in which he is united with us in worshiping and glorifying God, loving and praising Him for all eternity. Amen. 
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