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(abstract)

Some scholars have argued that Jesus did not anticipate his death in Jerusalem. It is conceded that he may have known of the dangers he faced and may well have warned his disciples of this danger (as seen perhaps in the saying about taking up the cross and following him), but did Jesus anticipate his death in Jerusalem, at the conclusion of the week of Passover? This paper addresses this question and finds that the evidence as a whole suggests that Jesus probably did anticipate his death and sought to find meaning in it and to explain his death to his disciples. 

The evidence for my view is found not only in the formal predictions of the Passion (even if it is admitted that they have been edited in the light of Passion Week), but in a number of supporting and incidental factors. These factors include Jesus’ distinctive employment of the epithet, “son of man,” his explanation of why his disciples do not fast (in contrast to the disciples of John the Baptist and the Pharisees), his parable of the Wicked Vineyard Farmers, his strange comments in reaction to his anointing by the unnamed woman, and the fear he expressed during his time of prayer in Gethsemane. 

Taken together the evidence suggests that Jesus did anticipate his suffering and death, which in the aftermath of Passion Week and the resurreciton greatly impressed the disciples, which only strengthened their convictions regarding Jesus and his saving work.

