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Abstract

: The importance of the study of the papyri, both to seek to establish the text of the New Testament and to know the communities in which those papyri were written and transmitted, has been growing steadily in recent times. The papyri occupy in their own right first place in the list of Greek manuscripts in New Testament textual criticism. This paper begins by examining how formal aspects of the early Gospel papyri contribute to our understanding of the Gospels. Next, it discusses some questions related to variant readings witnessed by those papyri, such as passages of dubious authenticity, harmonisations and readings caused by possible theological reasons, in order to analyse the role of the copyists of these manuscripts as interpreters of the text. Finally, it shows how the early papyri of the canonical gospels function as living witnesses of the Gospel.

